
International Business Machines Corporation, abbreviated 

IBM and nicknamed "Big Blue", is a multinational computer 

technology and consulting corporation, best known as the 

world's largest computer company; with over 388,000 

employees worldwide.

Headquartered in Armonk, New York, USA, the company is 

the largest information technology employer in the world 

and holds more patents than any other U.S. based 

technology Company. 

It has engineers and consultants in over 170 countries and 

IBM Research has eight laboratories worldwide. IBM 

employees have earned three Nobel Prizes, four 

Turing Awards, five National Medals of Technology, 

and five National Medals of Science. As a chipmaker, 

the company has been amongst the Worldwide Top 20 

Semiconductor Sales Leaders in past years, and in 

2007 IBM ranked second in the list of largest software 

companies in the world.

The company is one of the few information technology 

companies with a continuous history dating back to the 

19th century. IBM manufactures and sells computer 

hardware and software, and offers infrastructure services, 

hosting services, and consulting services in areas ranging 

from mainframe computers to nanotechnology.

Inspiring Innovator
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     Founded in 1911



The IBM 704 Computer (1954). The first mass-produced computer with core memory 

and floating-point arithmetic

In 1981 IBM launched its first PC, which 
revolutionized and legitimized the emerging 
concept of a personal computer.

History 

The company, which became IBM was founded in 1896 as the Tabulating Machine Company by Herman 

Hollerith, in Broome County, New York. It was incorporated as Computing Tabulating Recording 

Corporation (CTR) on June 16, 1911, and was listed on the New York Stock Exchange in 1916. IBM 

adopted its current name in 1924, when it became a Fortune 500 company.

In the 1950s, IBM became the dominant vendor in the emerging computer industry with the release of 

the IBM 701 and other models in the IBM 700/7000 series of mainframes. The company's dominance 

became even more pronounced in the 1960s and 1970s with the IBM System/360 and IBM System/370 

mainframes. In 1981 IBM introduced the IBM Personal Computer, which is the original version and 

progenitor of the IBM PC compatible hardware platform. IBM sold its PC division to the Chinese company 

Lenovo on May 1, 2005 for $655 million in cash and $600 million in Lenovo stock.

THESE 5 LEADING AIRCRAFT 

COMPANIES BOEING, CONVAIR, 

DOUGLAS, LOCKHEED, NORTH 

AMERICAN, get things done

at 14,000 operations a second 

with giant IBM Electronic Data 

Processing Machines 
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Big Blue is a nickname for IBM; several theories exist regarding its origin. One theory, substantiated by 

people who worked for IBM at the time, is that IBM field reps coined the term in the 1960s, referring to the 

color of the mainframes IBM installed in the 1960s and early 1970s. "All blue" was a term used to 

describe a loyal IBM customer, and business writers later picked up the term. Another theory suggests 

that Big Blue simply refers to the Company's logo. A third theory suggests that Big Blue refers to a former 

company dress code that required many IBM employees to wear only white shirts and many wore blue 

suits. In any event, IBM keyboards, typewriters, and some other manufactured devices, have played on 

the "Big Blue" concept, using the color for enter keys and carriage returns.
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Corporate culture of IBM

Sales-Oriented Business Culture 
IBM has often been described as having a sales-centric or a sales-oriented business culture. 

Traditionally, many IBM executives and general managers are chosen from the sales force. The current 

CEO, Sam Palmisano, for example, joined the company as a salesman and, unusually for CEOs of 

major corporations, has no MBA or postgraduate qualification. Middle and top management 

are often enlisted to give direct support to salesmen when pitching sales to important 

customers.

“Blue Cloud,” a corporate 

cloud-computing bundle of 

services for data centers.
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